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1. Personnel

1.1 roll call

	organisation
	delegate
	observer(s)

	ABA Queensland
	Linda Triasmono
	Leanne Smith

	ABA South Australia
	Stefan Slucki
	

	ABA Victoria
	Leona Holloway
	

	ACT Dept Education & Community Services
	Robert Wood
	

	Association of Blind Citizens of NSW 
	Sondra Wibberley
	

	Brailleways
	Bruce Maguire
	

	Canberra Blind Society
	Deb Quinnell
	

	Catholic Education Office 
	Annette Sutherland 
	Therese Campbell 

	Department of Education Tasmania: Vision Impairment Service
	Janette Kenyon 
	

	Department of Education, Employment & Training: Victoria
	Debra Lewis
	

	Department of Education and Training WA: Vision Impairment Service
	Shirley Henderson
	

	Education Queensland
	Maureen Ward
	

	HumanWare
	
	Ramona Mandy

	Jolley William and Associates
	Bill Jolley
	

	NSW Department of Education & Training
	Josie Howse
	

	NT Department of Education
	Christine Dinning
	

	Queensland Braille Writers' Association
	Vanessa Barber
	

	Royal Institute for Deaf & Blind Children
	Brian Conway
	Frances Gentle

Alan Baynham 

Lyndal Harrison

	Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind
	-
	Moira Clunie

Mary Schnackenberg

Maria Stevens

	Royal Society for the Blind of S.A.
	Di Francis
	Stefan Slucki

	South Australia School for Vision Impaired
	Kathy Riessen
	

	South Pacific Educators of the Vision Impaired
	Leanne Smith
	

	University of Southern Queensland
	Rob Fawell
	

	Vision Australia
	Leona Holloway
	Tim Evans

Stephen Jolley

Peter Le

	Vision Impairment Service
	 
	Phyllis Dougall

	consumers
	
	Diana Braun 

Lynette Eagers


1.2 apologies

Christine Simpson - Information Alternatives; Australian Braille Authority Executive
Tom McMahon - Education Queensland

1.3 in memoriam

Anne Carlson was a proofreader at St Paul’s School for the Bind, Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind then Vision Australia, over a total of 25 years. Anne studied Indonesian independently then French and Italian at Melbourne University and was a very knowledgeable and intelligent contributor to braille in Australia. Anne died of cancer this year and will be sadly missed.

2. Minutes

The motion to accept the minutes of the Australian Braille Authority Annual Meeting 2005 was carried. 

3. Elections

Nominations were called for and closed prior to the meeting to ensure a balanced Executive meeting the constraint that at least 50% of the members be touch readers of braille.
The nominations were as follows:

Bruce Maguire - Chair

Frances Gentle - Vice Chair

Josie Howse - International Representative

Leona Holloway - Secretary

Christine Simpson - Liaison Officer

Bill Jolley - Immediate past Chair

The motion to accept these nominations was carried.

Bill thanked Ramona Mandy for her contribution to the Executive over the past 2 years. 

4. Reports

4.1 Chairperson

Refer to Appendix A for the Chair’s report. 

The motion to receive the report was carried. 

4.2 States

Refer to Appendices B-I.

The reports were presented by: 

Bob Wood - ACT (Convenor)

Frances Gentle - NSW (past Convenor)

Christine Dinning - NT (Convenor)

Leanne Smith - Queensland (Chairperson)

Stefan Slucki - SA (Convenor)

Janette Kenyon - Tasmanian Department of Education

Leona Holloway - Victoria (National Rep)

Shirley Henderson - WA 

The motion to receive the reports was carried. 

4.3 ICEB 

Refer to Appendices J-K for the report and additional notes. 

Kathy Riessen asked about the availability of the new Mathematics Guidelines.

Action: The ABA executive to ensure that this document is available to everyone in Australia. 

Linda Triasmono asked about the re-opening of the shortforms issue in UEB. The shortforms issue is being re-opened following a request from Australia. It is hoped that the issue will be concluded within six months and that rules similar to the present British and American rules for shortform extensions will be adopted.
Kathy Riessen asked about timeframes and expectations for the UEB guidelines for transcription of foreign language materials. 

UEB currently has specific signs for each accent. There is no generic accent sign and there are no immediate plans to add one, however a non-UEB symbol is being used for this purpose in South Africa. If a UEB generic accent sign is assigned, it is likely to be a 2-cell symbol. 

Rules on the presentation of foreign language materials should not take long to be agreed upon but first need to be drafted. Bruce Maguire suggested that within an English context (ie. not within language textbooks) perhaps a passage of foreign language material (ie. 3 words or more) should be presented in grade 1 using UEB accent symbols. Within language textbooks, all foreign language material should be presented in grade 1 using the original language’s accent symbols. There is still an issue of when code switch indicators are needed.

Kathy Riessen asked whether UEB termination signs should be shown before or after punctuation. 

If the whole passage is subject to the typeform, the termination indicator should be shown after punctuation. If only selected words are subject to the typeform, the termination indicator should be shown before punctuation. When there is doubt, place the termination indicator after the punctuation. 

5. Discussion of UEB implementation

5.1 UEB training and reference materials

The ICEB committees have developed a number of rules documents, not all of which are up to date. We do still need a comprehensive rules document equivalent to British Braille. 

Within Australia, Josie Howse has developed the UEB Primer: Australian edition, based on the 2005 edition of the British Braille Primer. Only the content has been changed; not any wording or exercises that are still relevant. Some new features include computing materials, typeform indicators, accents and special print symbols. The index is yet to be completed.  It will be published as free .pdf and .dxp/.dxb files on the Round Table website, hopefully as soon as early June. 

Leona Holloway is developing a document on how to produce UEB using Duxbury, which will also be published on the Round Table website. If you encounter any problems, please send them to leona.holloway@nils.org.au so that Duxbury can be notified and temporary solutions can be added to the document. 

Josie Howse has produced a document analyzing which new maths symbols are  encountered by children according to year level from kindergarten to grade 6. This document will be distributed at Monday’s UEB maths workshop. 

A list of UEB symbols has been produced in conjunction between Vision Australia and the NSW Department of Education. It has been constructed for easy use, with signs grouped according to meaning. 

5.2 Future ABA proficiency examinations

The last ABA proficiency examination was held in 2004. There is little point in holding another examination in the old Australian braille code, but neither the examination organizers nor candidates are likely to be ready for a UEB exam this year. 

Bruce Maguire proposed that the next proficiency exam test UEB skills and be held in October 2007.

Maria Stevens stated that in New Zealand, they are also looking to convert their proficiency examination to UEB. They are eager to do this in conjunction with Australia. 

Successful candidates for the previous proficiency certificate should be assured that they are still certified as proficient in the old braille code. 

Action: The next proficiency exam committee to consider the idea of developing a short “top-up” exam for people who are already certified in the old code.  

Mary Schnackenberg stated that in the US and New Zealand, transcribers currently need to be certified in order to gain work. 

Action: This issue needs to be addressed by the ABA. 

Frances Gentle advised that Renwick College and Vision Australia have been in discussions about creating a nationally accredited braille course. 

Sondra Wibberly raised the issue that the scope of the new test must be developed remembering that the certification may be sought for a number of different purposes, not just transcribers and teachers. Leanne Smith and Christine Dinning agreed that an easier test might be beneficial for teacher aides. Frances Gentle suggested that the Renwick College braille course and test may be sufficient for these needs. It costs around $300 for 20 weeks and can be attended on site or by distance. 

5.3 Implementation by various groups within Australia

Jolley William and Associates

Bill Jolley produces much braille for his own use at work. He has been translating this material using Duxbury's UEB table for the past year. 

Vision Australia

Vision Australia has a working group of transcribers and proofreaders who are familiar with UEB. They have produced some library books in UEB. Training of the remaining staff is about to commence, using the primer and UEB Duxbury instructions. From 1 August 2006, all library books, commercial work and internal documents will be produced in UEB. Student and support material will be produced in whichever code the client prefers. Mathematics at all levels will be offered in UEB from 1 September.  All documents in UEB will include a list of new symbols appearing in that volume. All clients, including educational requestors, will be sent a letter explaining the changes and a full list of symbols in mid July. 

NSW Department of Education and Training

The NSW Department of Education formed a facilitator’s group of 2 representatives from each of the 10 Regions of DET , 2 representatives from NSW TAFE & 1 representative from the University sector who made a series of recommendations. UEB is being used for all literary material for students in K-11 and mathematics for students from K-6. All existing literary & mathematics works for K-2 will be rebrailled in the new code.  A print note will be provided for the teacher for all materials provided in UEB for K-2 & a Braille note to the reader in Years 3-11. The cataloguing system has been changed to reflect clearly to the vision support teacher materials that have been brailled in UEB. Josie Howse has run a number of workshops for teachers throughout NSW. Approximately 100 new titles have been produced in UEB during 2006 so far. 

SA School for Vision Impaired

All new braille learners are being taught UEB. All novels are now produced in UEB and they plan to start with maths in 2007. They will hold a workshop in June, and all staff are expected to complete all exercises in the primer.  

Victorian Department of Education

The Victorian Department of Education have not yet started production in UEB but staff are familiar with the changes. They are looking forward to the release of the primer. 

Education Queensland

Education Queensland have not yet produced literary materials for older students in UEB but plan to start later this year. Around 20 staff will attend the UEB maths workshop at Round Table on Monday. 

Vision Impairment Service Western Australia

All students through to year 12 have been provided with all materials in UEB, however their tests will be provided in the old code. 

Northern Territory Educational Resource

Northern Territory Educational Resource do not currently have any students for whom the UEB is relevant, however they have kept up to date with the changes. 

ACT Department of Education & Training

The ACT Department of Education & Training have been waiting for the primer and a workshop that has been planned. They only have two students for whom UEB is relevant. 

Vision Impairment Service Tasmania

Some staff from Vision Impairment Service Tasmania will receive training in UEB from Renwick College. 

Association of Blind Citizens NSW

The Association of Blind Citizens NSW are about to implement a project in memory of Leah Francis. There is funding for the purchase of 12 mPower machines for students. They have been proactive in encouraging HumanWare to include an option for UEB. Bill Jolley will also be contacting the manufacturers of braille devices to encourage them to allow UEB translation. 

Canberra Blind Society

Canberra Blind Society have a lot of consumers who are eager to learn UEB. Production will commence soon after the upcoming UEB workshop. 

New Zealand

New Zealand adopted UEB in November 2005 and commenced a 1-year planning phase. The implementation group meets monthly to discuss training materials and timeframes. 2007 will be a training year and 2008 will see the full introduction of UEB. 

5.4 Support of UEB in the Pacific region

In December 2005 Frances Gentle presented a braille course for educators in Papua New Guinea and took materials on UEB, only to find that they had never heard of UEB. Australia and New Zealand have taken very important roles in supporting smaller countries in our region. Frances would like to see this continue with regards to the implementation of UEB.

Bill Jolley will present a paper on UEB at the upcoming ICEVI conference. The meeting agreed we should be encouraging countries in the South Pacific to adopt UEB and support them in this endeavour.

6. General Business

6.1 UEB workshop 

Josie Howse will be running a workshop on UEB maths on Monday. It will take place over only 1 ¼ hours with over 50 attendees, so documentation will be provided. 

6.2 Bylaws for ABA branches

As per the chair’s report. 

6.3 Commemoration of the Louis Braille bicentennial

January 4 2009 is the bicentennial of Louis Braille’s birthday. It is an opportunity in Australia to raise the profile of people with a vision impairment in the public sphere. 

Judy Dixon is compiling a calendar with important braille-related dates. 

6.4 National testing of students 

There will be national testing for students across the country in either 2007 or 2008. Leanne Smith suggested that the ABA needs to be involved in the planning stages to ensure that the materials are appropriate for students with a vision impairment and ready with enough time for production of alternate formats. The issue of who will transcribe the tests also needs to be addressed.

Action: This matter to be referred to the Australian Blindness Forum. 

6.5 Repair of braille machines 

Education Queensland have encountered a problem in obtaining parts for perkins braillers and do not have any registered repair people. 

The same problem was encountered in New Zealand. It takes around 5-6 hours to service one machine. 

Vision Australia repair perkins in Victoria and NSW. 

Brailler Servicing repairs perkins in NSW. 

There is no problem in Tasmania because all students are provided with Braille Notes. 

It was recognized that a coordinated approach within Australia is needed. The perkins will be an important device for years to come. 

Action: Refer to this issue to the ABA Executive. A list of certified repairers could be published on the ABA website. 

6.6 Supply of swell paper

Swell paper technology is becoming more problematic because the current generation of photocopiers produce too much heat. Bruce Maguire proposed that the ABA Executive ask Round Table for funding to conduct research on tactile graphics technologies. 

Josie Howse stated that it is possible for Canon copiers to have the heat reduced within the tolerances of the copiers. She also noted that Minolta stereocopy machines are no longer available, nor are parts for repair. 

7. Meeting Close 

Appendix A:
Australian Braille Authority
Report of the Chairperson
William Jolley 
wjolley@bigpond.com
May 2005 – April 2006

Overview

The Australian Braille Authority (ABA) has continued to work steadily throughout the year. The ABA is the only sub-committee of the Round Table on Information Access for People with Print Disabilities Inc., and brings together the representatives of organisations involved in braille: transcription, teaching, distribution and reading/writing. The implementation of Unified English Braille in Australia was the ABA’s main activity this year as discussed later in this report.

Administration

The ABA was led by its Executive Committee in this second year of its two-year term of office following election at the ABA’s annual meeting of May 2004:

· Bill Jolley – Chair;

· Josie Howse – Past Chair;

· Ramona Mandy – Vice-Chair;

· Leona Holloway – Secretary;

· Bruce Maguire – International Representative; and

· Christine Simpson – Liaison Officer.

The committee met regularly by monthly teleconferences, supplemented by two face-to-face meetings held in August 2005 and May 2006. The meetings were very well attended, all members contributed strongly, and the work of the ABA benefited greatly from an enthusiastic and cohesive Executive Committee. Committee meetings were enabled by funds allocated by the Round Table, and I thank the Round Table’s Executive Committee for its facilitation and encouragement of the work of the ABA throughout the year.

The ABA has eight state and territory branches. Whilst some of them have continued to work steadily and effectively this year, others have struggled. We hope that we have improved communication between the ABA Executive Committee and our Branches this year—for example, through regular distribution of ABA Executive Committee minutes to the Ozbrl list.

Braille Music Sub-Committee

The braille music sub-committee was maintained this year, under the leadership of Cath Dinnie. The committee’s original twofold purpose was: gather information about what braille music is being produced in Australia and by whom; and consider the need for a formatting addendum to the braille music code that would support best practice in Australia. These two tasks having been completed by early 2005 the sub-committee’s attention moved to matters associated with the formatting of braille music.

The decision to align braille music formatting in Australia with conventions used in the United Kingdom was foreshadowed at the 2005 ABA annual meeting, and was confirmed by the ABA Executive Committee shortly afterwards. It was considered desirable for braille music producers in Australia to follow formatting conventions used in either the United States or the United Kingdom, but not both, and not a third home-grown alternative. Accordingly, formatting conventions in the United Kingdom were chosen.

It took a few months for practitioners to obtain copies of the RNIB formatting guidelines. A new braille music email list (ozbrl-music) was set up by the ABA to promote discussion of issues related to braille music generally and, in particular, to provide producers with a forum to share their experiences as they implement the RNIB formatting procedures. This list has been fairly quiet so far. We encourage anyone with an interest in braille music to subscribe to it, and we hope that it will become more active in the coming year. Under Cath's leadership, the braille music sub-committee has been an important link between the ABA and the community of users of braille music, and we look forward to its ongoing work.
Cath Dinnie recently resigned as convener of the braille music sub-committee, due to her changed circumstances. Cath is in transition from music transcriber to partner in a family business. Cath Dinnie will be sadly missed as a braille music transcriber, and we thank Cath for her contribution in recent years to the work of the ABA through her leadership of the braille music sub-committee.

Unified English Braille

The ABA, at its annual meeting of 2004, decided that the ABA meeting in 2005 would consider Unified English Braille for adoption as the national braille code for use throughout Australia. At its annual meeting of 2005 the ABA decided to adopt Unified English Braille as the national standard for braille in Australia; and encouraged organisations responsible for the teaching, production or promotion of braille to implement Unified English Braille within five years: when there are reference and training resources available to enable a smooth and efficient transition; and at a time when, and in a manner in which, the benefits of the change will be maximised for their braille readers and any adverse effects will be minimised.

Prior to last year’s vote the ABA consulted widely and provided information about Unified English Braille. Since last year’s vote the emphasis has changed to the development of learning and reference materials, further refinement of the code and advice to organisations commencing the implementation of Unified English Braille in Australia.

We have been gratified by the enthusiasm with which Unified English Braille has been embraced since its adoption, especially by education authorities throughout Australia. The major output this year, due for imminent release, is Unified English Braille Primer: Australian Edition, edited by Josie Howse. Reading the near-final draft two weeks ago, I was reminded of the enormous amount of work in compiling the document. I highly commend Josie Howse for her outstanding effort to produce the Primer, and I thank Bruce Maguire for his assistance. The Primer is based on the well-known Primer for British Braille, and On behalf of the ABA I record appreciation to the Royal National Institute of the Blind for allowing us to use that source document for development of the UEB Primer in Australia.

I acknowledge the efforts of all ABA Executive Committee members who have contributed to the dissemination of information about UEB. In particular, I commend Leona Holloway and Josie Howse who have been very active to promote an understanding and embracing of UEB among their professional colleagues. I also acknowledge the contributions that individuals have made to working groups of the International Council on English Braille which continue their work to finalise the specification of Unified English Braille. In particular, I acknowledge the contribution of Bruce Maguire who has continued to carry a heavy workload this year.

Onkyo Braille Essay Award

The third international Onkyo Braille Essay Award competition was held in 2005, initiated and sponsored from Japan and auspiced by the WBU Asia Pacific region. Contestants were invited to submit an essay on the general topic “Braille in my Life”. The ABA carried out the judging of the Australian essays through a working group once again led by Christine Simpson and comprised of Anne Carlson and Gary Stinchcombe as members. We thank them for their assistance. 

We congratulate Irene McMinn from Sydney who won second prize of $US500 for Excellent Work in the adults’ section. As summarised by the judging panel: “She is able to show that in spite of blindness, deafness and cerebral palsy, she overcame severe criticisms and discouragement from many professionals. Irene demonstrated how she broke out from her isolation by using Braille widely, not only for education, but also for communication, daily living, recreation and even for effective participation in conferences.” Irene was presented with her prize at a ceremony hosted by the NSW Branch of the ABA.

Information Dissemination

Under the management of Christine Simpson we have continued the distribution of “ABA in touch”, using Ozbrl. The ABA does not hold copyright on material distributed, so secondary distribution is encouraged.

The ABA website has continued as a means of distributing information this year. It is accessible via a link from the Round Table website at http://www.e-bility.com/roundtable/aba.php. It includes: information about the ABA’s structure and terms of reference, archived newsletters, links to other Braille authorities and details of the development of Unified English Braille. I thank Leona Holloway for her contribution to maintaining the ABA website this year.

The Ozbrl discussion group has been well patronized again this year. With more than 150 subscribers it is a good vehicle for disseminating information, and a good platform for information sharing and discussion. My thanks to Bruce Maguire who has continued to carry out the tasks associated with Ozbrl administration.

Other Matters

Early in the year the ABA issued an information paper concerning BUOC (Braille User-Oriented Code), explaining how this code was suitable for people to use for their personal Braille but that BUOC was not suitable for adoption by ABA as a national standard for braille in Australia. I acknowledge the contribution of Ramona Mandy who wrote the paper on ABA’s behalf.

At the 2005 annual meeting of the ABA the National Braille Reserve Collection was discussed. This is a collection of lesser used braille titles housed at the National Library of Australia (NLA) that originated as a subset of the collection held by the Braille & Talking Book Library of Victoria just over twenty years ago. The NLA advises that “it maintains the National Braille Reserve Collection which comprises last known copies of little used braille books of a scholarly or reference nature. Titles may be of either overseas or Australian origin.” Books may be borrowed via interlibrary loan. Considering the difficulty experienced by the Round Table President to get information about the collection on the ABA’s behalf, and following the integration of Australia’s two largest braille libraries into Vision Australia, it may be appropriate for the sector to consider alternative arrangements for the housing and maintenance of this collection.

Last year we commenced a review of constituent documents used by ABA state branches, variously referred to as Constitution, Guidelines or Terms of Reference. The review hasn’t made much progress, but it hasn’t been forgotten about either. The present arrangements are non-uniform and largely unregulated, with branches having different provisions for fundamental matters such as: membership, fees, voting and financial accounting. We are planning to develop a simple set of branch bylaws that would: provide a common framework for ABA branch structures and operations; underpin appropriate financial administration; and allow branches a reasonable level of local autonomy and flexibility in their operational procedures.

Appreciation

I warmly thank members of the ABA Executive Committee for their contributions throughout the year. I have enjoyed working with this group of knowledgeable and committed people. I also acknowledge the contributions made by the leaders of ABA state and territory branches.

It has been my privilege to lead the Australian Braille Authority over the past four years. We have made significant progress towards the adoption and implementation of Unified English Braille in Australia. We have enjoyed the active support of the Round Table Executive Committee for ABA work, and have benefited from the contributions of many individuals to the work of the ABA. I thank you all for your support for Braille and, in handing over the baton of leadership, pledge my active support to the incoming leadership group.

Appendix B:
Report of the ABA ACT subcommittee 
April 5th 2006

Sub-Committtee

We are delighted to report that we have re-convened the ACT sub committee of the ABA at a meeting held on 28th March 2006.  

At this meeting Bob Wood was elected convenor.

It is anticipated that the next meeting will be held on June 6th at Canberra Blind Society new headquarters at the Griffin Centre in Canberra, at 3:30pm.

It is hoped that those attending at this meeting will include representatives from the following groups:

Canberra Local Library services, 

Catholic Education Office, 

Independent Schools Association,

National Library, 

Consumers

Members of the wider community. 

Activities

Recently Canberra Blind Society have moved into new premises at the Griffin Centre in the centre of Canberra.  

Support Services for students in Act Government schools have seen further upgrade of their Vision Resource Centre, with the move to larger facilities at the Maribyrnong Centre (phone 02 6205 5957). This will allow greater storage facilities for our Braille holdings and resources. 

This year the Vision Resource Centre have targeted Braille Music as a focus area, and have been producing some basic Braille music for our students. 

They have continued to produce early literacy resources and a range of maths games in Braille. 

This year the ACT sub committee is hoping to collaborate with other local agencies on the introduction of Unified English Braille. We anticipate further workshops will be held in this area.

Conclusion:

We are looking forward to information sharing at the meeting of the Round Table in May 2006, the introduction of UEB and promoting the use of Braille in the community. 

Bob Wood

ACT subcommittee convenor

Appendix C:
Report of the ABA NSW Subcommittee

May 2005 to April 2006

The NSW Subcommittee has continued to promote Braille literacy for adults and students in NSW. Its activities during 2005 and early 2006 are summarised below, and have included the annual Braille competition, UEB workshops and voting on code implementation, the introduction of subscriptions, and the four meetings held each term.

Braille Competition

The 2005 Braille Competition for NSW students was again an important feature of the year’s activities. As with previous years, a committee was formed and the many jobs shared amongst its members. Students entering the competition were required to submit a writing piece, create a title page, and proofread a passage containing errors (set at their year level). 

Competition members were Nicola Stowe (Team Leader), Marie Shang, Pat Dawson, Peter Le, Alan Blackburn, Ros Sackley, Ruth Silverton, Josie Howse, Gail Constable, Helen Merrin, Mike Steer and Frances Gentle. Helpers on marking night were Lee Kumutat, Lyn McGregor, Lee Smith, Alison Stephens, Gayle Stubbs, and Lionel Stowe.

The task set for the writing passage was: “Create a timeline for the next 20 years of your life. List all the things you would like to happen in your life during those years.”

Thirty-one entry packages were sent out and 24 entries returned. The distribution of entrants was as follows:

3 entries in the Picture category (Pre-school and Kindergarten): 


6 entries in the Junior Primary category





7 entries in the Senior Primary category

5 entries in the Junior High category

3 entries in the Senior High category

The competition was sponsored by a number of organisations. Some provided prizes and others provided financial support for the running of the competition and prize night in November. Sponsors were (in alphabetical order) Guide Dogs Association NSW/ACT; Humanware; NSW Department of Education and Training; Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children; Quantum Technology; St Edmund’s School Wahroonga; Vision Australia; and William Rose School, Seven Hills. A special award night was held on 24th November, with Simon French as the guest speaker. Simon is a teacher and author. He spoke about his own writing methods and assisted with the distribution of prizes.

Thanks are extended to all those who helped make the competition a success. The 2006 Braille Competition is up and running with the formation of this year’s committee. 

Meetings

In March 2005, a special workshop was held on Unified Braille Code, facilitated by Josie Howse and Bruce Maguire. 45 people were in attendance, including a number of people with deafblindness. This workshop was followed by a meeting on the 22nd March, at which NSW Subcommittee members voted for the adoption of UEB. 

The 23rd June meeting included a presentation on deafblindness. Speakers were Irene McMinn, Committee member of the Australian Deafblind Council (ADBC) and member of the Deafblind Association (DBA) of NSW, AND Jan Bidenko, Communications trainer for Royal Blind Society (now Vision Australia) Deafblind Service.

The 24th September meeting included a presentation by members of the NSW Tactual and Bold Print Mapping Committee (TABMAP) on the nature of tactual maps and diagrams and ways on enhancing their readability. Guest presenters were Peter Le, Diana Braun, Lyn McGregor, Phil Gilbert and Nicole Theissen.

The Braille competition prize night was held on 24th November, with a large number of subcommittee members, competition entrants, their families and teachers present. During the evening, Irene McMinn received her award for the Onkyo Braille Essay Competition. Lee Smith assisted Irene with the reading of her story, which was a very special event for all the Braille-using students present.

The April 2006 meeting included a presentation by Ruth Silverton and Josie Howse on the implementation timeline for the transition to the UEB code in NSW Department of Education schools. Nicola Stowe and Louisa Laird presented perspectives on the production of UEB material and the teaching of UEB to school-age students. Voting was also held for the ABA NSW executive positions of convener and secretary/treasurer.

Subscriptions

The NSW Subcommittee made the decision to introduce subscriptions for the period of April 05 to April 06. Subscription charges were $20.00 or $10.00 for holders of the Disability Support Pension (Blind). Twelve subscriptions were received. Subscriptions have been instigated again this year, for the period of April 06 - April 07. To date we have 15 subscribers for 2006.

ABA NSW funds

St Edmund’s School Wahroonga has generously agreed to maintain an account on behalf of ABA NSW, thereby removing the need to incur monthly interest charges.  The Commonwealth Bank savings account was closed in April 2006, and ABA NSW funds currently held by St Edmund’s on our behalf are $2794.88.

Conclusion

After two terms in the position of Convener, it gives me great pleasure to hand over the reigns to Nicola Stowe. Nicola has held the position of Secretary /Treasurer for the past two terms, and I am sure will bring her knowledge of Braille as a consumer and proofreader to the position of Convener. I would also like to welcome Mitzi Raaphorst to the position of Secretary. 

I have enjoyed my three terms as a member of the ABA NSW Executive, in the positions of Secretary/Treasurer and Convener. It has been an opportunity to get to know subcommittee members and I thank them all for their support and their contributions to promoting Braille in NSW. I would also like to thank the Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club for its ongoing support of the NSW Subcommittee. The Leagues Club staff is always accommodating and provides the meeting venue free of charge. A letter of thanks and certificate of appreciation were presented to the Leagues Club General Manger, Mr Chris McCarthy at the November 2005 meeting.

Report written by Frances Gentle, past Convener, NSW Subcommittee

14th April 2005.

Appendix D:
ABA Northern Territory
Annual Report 2006

Prepared by Christine Dinning, Convenor

The Northern Territory Educational Resource Centre for the Vision Impaired (NTERCVI) within Student Services Division and through the Department of Employment, Education and Training is the only braille production agency in the Northern Territory.

The production and teaching of braille is primarily for children from birth through to the end of school. The current allocation of staff includes two Resource Production Officers, two Advisory Teachers and one Special Needs Senior Project Officer for Vision. All staff practise braille using the Braille Primer. Elaine Goostrey Resource Production Officer, who holds an ABA Braille Proficiency Certificate, monitors progress and provides feedback.  

During the previous twelve months NTERCVI staff have provided community development through involvement at the Charles Darwin University Expo for People with Disabilities and professional development sessions in schools. 

All staff follow developments of the Unified English Braille Code through ozbrl and staff are looking forward to receiving updated copies of the Braille Primer in literacy and maths. An update of the Duxbury Braille Translation System used at NTERCVI will be carried out when the UEB version is available.

A representative, Christine Dinning, Special Needs Senior Project Officer for Vision, will attend the Roundtable for People with Print Disabilities and the Annual General Meeting for the Australian Braille Authority in May 2006. 

NTERCVI maintains production of quality resources for students across the Northern Territory. All resources are allocated on the basis of need and student enrolment. 

Yours sincerely

CHRISTINE DINNING

SPECIAL NEEDS SENIOR PROJECT OFFICER FOR VISION

Northern Territory Educational Resource Centre For The Vision Impaired

Appendix E:
ABA QUEENSLAND BRANCH

REPORT FOR AGM, MAY 2006

During the past year, meetings were held on a Friday afternoon, with one Saturday meeting held in October.  Guest speakers for the Saturday meeting were Lyn Eagers from VisETrain and Peter Cracknell from Quantum Technology.  They also had a number of pieces of technology on display for participants to view and “test drive”.

During the year, Queensland Branch members also worked on memorials to Mercy Dickinson and Veronica Maguire – two long standing members who have made significant contributions over the years.  Mercy’s memorial is taking the form of a booklet of prose and poetry on the theme, “The Joy of Life”.  Invitations have been sent to many groups to write on this theme, with entries closing on 30 June this year.  A small panel will determine the final selections for the book.  

Veronica’s memorial took the form of a student award.  The award is to be given to a student who demonstrates courage, determination to overcome challenges and a love of life.  The inaugural award was presented at the Annual Braille Reading and Writing Competition to a Year 6 student from Mt Gravatt State School.  A social gathering was also held in Veronica’s honour following the October meeting.  

Once again, the Braille Reading and Writing Competition was a significant feature of the 2005 year.  Comments about the day were very positive and students from beginners through to senior high were present.  

The Tactual Mapping Committee has again been very active.  Some of the maps completed include: South East Asia; Guide Dogs’ Queensland internal floor plan; Brisbane Rail network and Townsville foreshore.  Many requests have been received and the production is being made easier by the skill of the staff at the Department of Natural Resources in using computer images to create tactile maps.  

We have not yet held our AGM for 2006.  Until we do, the Executive positions remain:

Chairperson:
Leanne Smith

Vice Chair:

Tom Macmahon

Secretary:

Maureen Ward

Treasurer:

Leona Kitson

The Queensland Branch is keen to hear is any progress has been made at Executive level in terms of the Rules of Operation, as we are still keen to use a revamp of these rules to facilitate continued improvements in operational practices.  

Leanne Smith, 

Chairperson: Qld Branch, ABA

Appendix F:
Report of ABA South Australian Sub-Committee
May 2005 – April 2006

Prepared by Craig Moss, ABA SA Sub-Committee Chairman

INTRODUCTION 

2005 has been another busy year for the SA Sub-Committee of ABA, with our main focus of further familiarising ourselves with Unified English Braille and establishing an implementation plan for its adoption in South Australia as our major priorities.  During the year, we continued to hold our meetings at the Royal Society for the Blind’s Offices at 230 Pirie Street Adelaide and on behalf of the Sub-Committee, I would like to thank the staff for their continued support.  

As well as addressing the issues of such change, in October, we held a Braille Fun Day at the SA School for Vision Impaired at Asscott Park Primary School.  Further information can be found on this event later in this report.  

SUB-COMMITTEE 

There have been some changes to the SA Sub-Committee of ABA since our last report.  In July, Stefan Slucki, the RSB’s new Braille Instructor was appointed.  Stefan is a passionate advocate for Braille and I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the RSB for appointing a Braille reader to this role.  

On the 17th of March, the SA Sub-Committee held its first meeting for the year where a new Sub-Committee was appointed.  The Sub-Committee now consists of: 

· Stefan Slucki, Convenor; 

· Di Francis, Secretary; 

· Isobel Laverty, 

· Julie Sutherland, 

· Craig Moss and 

· Ruth Hall.  

 At the time of preparing this report, it is unclear if Kathy Riessen is willing to seek re-appointment.  

ACTIVITIES 

On the 22nd of October, the Sub-Committee held a very successful Braille Fun Day at the SA School for Vision Impaired, which was very well attended.  Some of the activities included a Treasure Hunt with Braille clues produced in Unified English Braille, a story writing competition and an animal drawing competition just to name a few.  I would like to thank the staff of the SA School for Vision Impaired for hosting the day.  

In addition to holding the Braille Fun Day, the Sub-Committee has been working on our Terms Of Reference, which we hope will be completed soon.  

CONCLUSION 
I would like to thank the Sub-Committee for their cooperation throughout the last year.  Without that, the goal of promoting Braille as a tool of literacy for blind people would have been much more difficult to achieve.  

Appendix G: 
Vision Impairment ServiceTasmania

The Vision Impairment Service of the Department of Education, Tasmania has a strong commitment to the teaching of Braille to school aged students who are blind or have excessively low vision.  Relatively low numbers of braille users allows us to substantially customise resource provision.  Audio support in the form of JAWS, compact disc or cassette might be available while Braille is being prepared.  Our Braille Transcription Unit, which also includes other alternate format production, is staffed on a part time basis.  This means we may not be able to offer the range of specialist services which the other states do. However other direct services and resource allocation for all students would suffer if we employed more Braille production staff.

Our blind and severe low vision students are provided with a comprehensive range of  technological solutions that includes refreshable Braille via their BrailleNotes. Text files of notes and text material is supplied via email or on CD for students to download into their BrailleNote files.  Hard copy Braille is also generated for students where necessary. Alternatively where possible we borrow from interstate service providers. Regular Braille refresher workshops are timetabled for resource teachers and production staff.

Appendix H:
ABA VICTORIAN SUBCOMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT 2006

Introduction

The ABA Victorian subcommittee has met four times since the 2005 Annual General Meeting, with a continuing small band of dedicated attendees. The usual format of information exchange and updates has continued. 

Membership

In a bid to encourage wider participation from visiting teachers and Vision Australia staff outside the Braille production area, we have been trailing an earlier start time for our meetings, which now commence at 4.30. 

Information Exchange

Regular agenda items continue to include:

· Excerpts from other state ABA subcommittees and the National Executive

· Excerpts from TABMAP minutes

The subcommittee has also been kept abreast of updates and developments with regard to Unified English Braille.

In Memoriam

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death earlier this year of Anne Carlson due to illness. Anne was a valued and talented member of the Braille production team with Vision Australia for many years, contributing a wealth of knowledge about and skill in foreign language transcription. Anne had attended ABA meetings regularly and undertaken work regarding UEB and foreign languages. We extend our deepest sympathy to Anne’s family, friends and colleagues.

Conclusion

At the March 2006 meeting a new subcommittee was elected. I would like to take this opportunity to thank outgoing members Ramona Mandy and Leona Holloway for their continuing assistance to me over the past year. I would also like to wish the new committee the best of luck for the next two years. 

Nadine Riches

Convenor

Australian Braille Authority Victorian Subcommittee

2 May 2006

Appendix I:
Report of ABA Western Australia

2006

The year for the W.A. Branch began with us sending Geraldine Lane to the Round Table Conference.  She represented us and was authorised to vote on behalf of ABAWA on the introduction of the new Braille code.

To keep Braille in the mind of those visually impaired people the W.A. branch held a very successful Braille Fun day.  It was a joy to attend an event where all questions and puzzles were in Braille.  The answers were also taken down in Braille.

In conjunction with B.C.A. Perth Branch we held an essay competition.  The applicants had to write their entry on a Perkins Brailler No embossers were permitted as this did not encourage the writing of Braille.

We had two joint winners.  Mrs Josephine Nicholson and Ms Anne Kent.

We are in the process of organising the Braille reading competition which is open to all ages.  The participants are asked to read a piece of poetry and a piece of prose.

It is unfortunate that the Perth Branch is unable to attend the Annual Conference as we are not in a financial position to send a representative.

Lana Thompson

Secretary

W.A. A.B.A.

Appendix J:
Australian Braille Authority

Overseas Visit Report and Related Matters

William Jolley

Chair, Australian Braille Authority

wjolley@bigpond.com
May 2006

Introduction

This is a report of my attendance at the Executive Committee meeting of the International Council on English Braille held in Worcester, South Africa, 5-7 April 2006. I belong to the Executive as an individual, but in practice I am there as the Australian representative.

The cost of my participation in the meeting was met by the Round Table. I express appreciation to the Executive Committee of the Round Table for this valuable support that made my participation possible.

The main business of the Executive meeting was concerned with Unified English Braille, which is the main focus of this report.

Background

Members of the International Council on English Braille (ICEB) are countries in which English is widely spoken that have standards-setting bodies for braille. The seven countries belonging to ICEB since its formation in 1991 are: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Nigeria, South Africa, United Kingdom and United States.

ICEB’s General Assembly is held every four years, and the ICEB Executive usually meets mid-way between Assemblies. Its members are:

· Fred Schroeder, President, United States of America;

· Mary Schnackenberg, Vice-President, New Zealand;

· Darleen Bogart, Immediate Past President, Canada;

· Jean Obi, Secretary, Nigeria;

· Eileen Curran, Treasurer, United States of America;

· Bill Jolley, Public Relations Officer, Australia;

· Antonnette Botha, Member-at-large, South Africa;

· Bill Poole, Member-at-large, United Kingdom; and

· Reinette Popplestone, Member-at-large, South Africa.

The meeting was graciously hosted by Braille SA, with the support of the Worcester School for the Blind. All members were present, except for Mary Schnackenberg who was represented by Janet Reynolds (but without voting rights). In addition to the Executive members there were twelve observers, including: Braille SA Chair, Christo de Klerk; BANA Chair, Kim Charlson; CBA Chair, Betty Nobel; RNIB senior Manager, Peter Osborne; Duxbury Systems President and CEO, Joe Sullivan; and Chair of the WBU’s World Braille Council, Aubrey Webson.

Unified English Braille

The meeting received and discussed in detail the report of the Executive’s Overarching UEB Committee and reports of its sub-committees dealing with technical aspects of UEB: contractions, formats, linguistics, maths and rules. Details are given in my Notes of Executive Committee Meeting attached to this report and the highlights are presented below.

Overarching UEB Committee

The committee was formed at the 2004 General Assembly: to take leadership of UEB matters; to oversee and co-ordinate the work of the UEB technical sub-committees; and to resolve inconsistencies or gaps in the UEB specification.

The committee report listed the ten changes made to the UEB specification at or since the 2004 General Assembly, and listed the main six outstanding items for UEB. Among these outstanding items: resolution of the shortform issues is the most important immediate issue and completion of the UEB specification and its documentation is the most important in the longer term.

Contractions

Since the 2004 General Assembly the major issue to be settled was the general rules for contractions. The decision was made to follow the British contraction rules, with some noted exceptions. This was a favourable outcome for Australia, in view of our British heritage for braille. The main differences between the British and American rules for contractions are the rules relating to bridging contractions such as whether to contract en in renew or of in professor.

The meeting narrowly agreed to reopen the question of extended shortforms, with a view to adopting a rules-based approach from the reader’s perspective. Australia favours this approach and has proposed that extended shortforms be treated in close accord with the present British rules. Australia hopes that this matter will be concluded with a minimum of delay.

Formats

Australia holds a minority view that the issues of formatting sit uncomfortably under the UEB mandate, since formatting and coding are separate issues. The formats sub-committee developed a policy statement on formatting that was considered to be too imprecise, the converse of the formatting guidelines presented to the 2004 General Assembly that were considered to be too prescriptive. The committee will continue to work on a compromise document, highlighting good practices and possibly bad practices of formatting.

Australia could monitor the work of the formats sub-committee, and contribute where appropriate. However, Australia might make best use of scarce resources by focusing on a revision of the ABA formatting Guidelines.

Linguistics

The starting point for the work of the linguistics sub-committee was Bill Poole’s paper to the 2004 General Assembly. The sub-committee did not make much progress to resolve some complex issues that Bill Poole raised, but it did make good progress with a revision of the International Phonetics Alphabet Braille Code (IPA code). The IPA code is not a part of the UEB specification, although braille symbols are envisaged that enable UEB and the IPA code to co-exist in a document containing a mixture of English and phonetic text. The Executive meeting decided to approve the IPA code as a draft for public review over the next twelve months.

The treatment of foreign language text in English books remains unaddressed. Australia may benefit from taking the initiative and making a series of contributions to the linguistics committee to have these issues clarified. An example issue is whether to write foreign words, phrases or paragraphs in grade 1 or grade 2 braille, and whether UEB or native accent signs should be used.

Maths

The sub-committee has prepared a new version of the maths rules that: clarifies the use of grade 1 indicators, specifies that spaces should be used around mathematical functions to avoid ambiguity; and includes more examples. The document is a cross between a set of rules and a set of guidelines.

The meeting agreed to issue Mathematics Guidelines as a public draft, with comment invited over the next six months to inform the document’s next draft.  

Rules

Some minor changes to UEB require the rules documents approved at the 2004 General assembly to be updated.

The meeting confirmed that web and email addresses should probably be written in UEB using Grade 2 braille, but was cautious as to whether there might be unintended consequences of this deviation from standard practice in UK and US braille. It was agreed that Grade 2 braille should be used, with an invitation to advise the rules sub-committee of any problems encountered over the next six months.

The number of outstanding issues requiring determination before rules can be written is quite small. However, a significant amount of work remains to consolidate the rules into a single publication—Unified English Braille Specification. Australia should consider taking the initiative to draft the UEB specification based on the current drafts of the rules and other documents specifying braille codes. This would have the benefits of meeting the requirement in Australia for the UEB rules to be clearly specified, as well as enabling the UEB specification to conform more closely with Australian tastes and expectations. A starting point might be to draft the contraction rule, but probably the Australian initiative should be taken further if practicable to do so.

UEB Implementation

The seven ICEB countries are at different stages regarding the adoption and implementation of UEB.

· Australia has adopted UEB and commenced implementation. The major barrier to UEB implementation in Australia is the paucity of reference and training materials for transcribers, proofreaders, teachers and students.

· The Canadian Braille Authority decided, in April 2004, to take a leading role for UEB information in Canada, and a UEB implementation plan is being developed. Good progress is being made with the development of UEB instruction manuals for transcribers and teachers of braille to blind adults. Although support for UEB is strong in Canada, some regional educational resource centres have expressed reluctance to change to UEB since they purchase books from the American Printing House for the Blind which seems likely to continue producing American braille for the foreseeable future. Their understandable concern is that dual system would be difficult for students.

· New Zealand adopted UEB in November 2005, and has established a twelve-month implementation planning process.

· Nigeria adopted UEB in 2005 and is working out its implementation plan. Agencies producing or teaching braille are requested to familiarise themselves with UEB, but educational authorities are advised not to start UEB implementation until training materials are available.

· South Africa, with a British braille heritage and recent evolution that parallels Australia, was an early adopter of UEB principles and formally adopted UEB in principle in May 2004. Braille SA uses the term Unified Braille Code, rather than UEB, having regard to the prominence of Afrikaans and a further nine official languages in South Africa to which the code applies where practicable. Accented letters have a high frequency in African languages, so a non-specific accent mark is retained in South African UBC. It is planned for national introduction of UBC to the first three school grades in 2008.

· The Braille Authority of the United Kingdom decided in 2005 that UEB was sufficiently complete to enable an extensive consultation of braille readers. However, the project is proving costly and is bogged down for want of a sponsor or a lower quote. The RNIB has issued a policy statement confirming its support for UEB and its commitment of resources to enable the development of UEB and resource materials to continue. RNIB envisages an evolutionary (generational) change to UEB and intends to gradually increase the amount and range of material produced in UEB.

· The Braille Authority of North America has not made any public statement about UEB for the past two years, and the US political divide remains. However, some progress may be observed insofar as some people are thinking of UEB’s applicability for basic braille including low level maths with other codes such as Nemeth being used for technical material such as advanced maths. If this hybrid system were adopted in the United States, it is unlikely that it would have adverse consequences for UEB in general or Australia in particular.

Country Reports

Some items of specific interest were mentioned in the country reports.

· There was an important meeting in July 2005 that achieved the unification of French braille.

· BANA will shortly publish a document of standards and guidelines for tactual graphics.

· Good progress is being made with the proposed integration of the National Library for the Blind into the RNIB.

· The RNIB education section has proposed adoption of a policy that grade 1 should be the default braille for young people under the age of nineteen—grade 2 being available upon request. The proposal has not gone ahead in this form. RNIB will be able to produce both grade 1 and grade 2 braille so that students can choose to stop at grade 1 and not proceed to grade 2.

· An EU directive now requires the labelling of pharmaceutical products in a manner accessible to blind people. This includes condensed information in braille on medicine containers.

· RNIB and the National Centre for Tactile Diagrams have merged.

ICEB 2008 General Assembly

The ICEB General Assembly is held every four years. The meeting decided that the next one will be held in Australia, during the first half of 2008. It will probably be held over one business week in Melbourne, but the details have not yet been decided. One can expect that there will be about thirty Assembly delegates and officials, plus ten observers from overseas and perhaps another 30–50 observers from Australia. Each ICEB member may send up to four delegates, at least half of whom must be blind—representing national organisations of the blind.

Vision Australia has kindly agreed to sponsor the seminar, contributing up to $30,000—in-cash and in-kind. The ABA has established a local organising committee: Bill Jolley (Chair), Bruce Maguire, Christine Simpson and John Simpson (with power to co-opt). It is hoped that the General Assembly will mark the conclusion of the UEB development phase with publication of the UEB specification.

Other Matters

World Braille Council

The WBU has established the World Braille Council under the leadership of Aubrey Webson. The WBC is working to facilitate communication between national and international braille standards-setting bodies, promoting Louis Braille Day on 4 January each year, and planning for a braille summit to be held in 2008 prior to the WBU General Assembly.

Aubrey Webson emphasised the importance of ICEB promoting UEB at various forums in order to inform opinion leaders (especially in developing countries) and to gain their support. He mentioned the ICEVI conference in 2006 and the African forum in 2007.

Braille Music Committee

The meeting decided to form a braille music committee, convened by Peter Osborne from RNIB. Although there is an internationally agreed and recognised code for braille music, there are elements of braille music (such as formatting and the interplay between music and text braille) that are left for determination at national level. One immediate issue is the impact on braille music of the implementation of UEB.

ICEVI Conference

The twelfth World Conference of the International Council on the Education of People with Vision Impairment will be held in Malaysia in July. The meeting agreed that it would be beneficial if ICEVI could be represented on the program to give a presentation about UEB. I was asked to investigate this matter and to consider attending the conference to make the UEB presentation if practicable. I have been able to get a speaking slot in one of the parallel sessions (simultaneous translation is not required) and ICEB has agreed to cover the costs for the trip. I will also make a presentation to the Ocenia region of ICEVI—covering Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific Island Nations.

Appendix K:
International Council on English Braille
Notes of Executive Committee Meeting
Worcester, South Africa
5-7 April 2006

1.
Call to order and opening remarks.

Dr Fred Schroeder, ICEB Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed participants.

2.
Self Introductions – Executive members, Observers and Guests

Executive members: Fred Schroeder, Antonnette Botha, Darleen Bogart, Bill Jolley, Reinette Popplestone and Janet Reynolds (for Mary Schnackenberg).

Observers: Christo de Klerk, Susan van Wyk, Kym Charlson, Joe Sullivan, Obert Maguvhe, Pasha xx, xx Alden, Marius Swart, Betty Noble, Patrick Pollard, Aubrey Webson and Peter Osborne.

Apologies: Mary Schnackenberg.

3.
Opening address and welcome

· Fred Schroeder made some brief introductory remarks. See item 7, President’s report.

4.
Announcements

Aubrey Webson is expected to join the meeting on Thursday morning.

5.
Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed.

6.
Meeting procedures

Bill Poole emphasised the importance of setting targets to be achieved by the time of the next General Assembly.

It was agreed that Janet Reynolds, representing Mary Schnackenberg would be accorded full participation rights at the meeting, apart from the right to vote.

7.
President’s report.

Fred Schroeder made some brief remarks. The main focus for ICEB activity has been Unified English Braille (UEB). It is to be hoped that much of the UEB-related work will be completed by the time of the General Assembly.

· We need to activate the research committee.

· We will need to address the matter of bylaws prior to the next General Assembly.

· Issues relating to the World Braille Council established by the World Blind Union will be addressed later in the meeting.

· We need to consider what will be the role of ICEB when the UEB work is largely completed.

· We express appreciation for the huge amount of volunteer work carried out by the chairpersons and members of UEB committees.

8.
Secretary’s report

The minutes of the previous meeting on 4 April 2004, having been circulated, were adopted.

9.
Treasurer’s report

The ICEB operates with reference to the calendar year.

It appears that Australia, Canada, South Africa and New Zealand have not paid fees for 2005. The letter requesting fees was not sent out until the fourth quarter of calendar year 2005.

The Treasurer provided a written, unaudited, report that included the following highlights.

	Item
	2005
	2004

	Opening balance
	$29,825.33
	$26,370.03

	Surplus
	$951.03
	$3,455.30

	Closing balance
	$30,776.36
	$29,825.33


The balance at 31 March 2006 was 32,849.50, bulstered by the receipt of $2,000.00 in membership fees—but still no fees from Australia. [I have re-emailed the ICEB Treasurer with the Round Table contact details.]

Reinette Popplestone noted that the bank balance is quite healthy and that by the time of the next General Assembly it may be close to $50,000. Accordingly, thought should be given to judicious use of these funds.

10.
UEB reports

10.1
UEB committee reports

10.1.1
UEB overarching committee

Darleen Bogart presented her written report. The UEB overarching committee was formed at the 2004 General Assembly: to take leadership of UEB matters towards their completion; to oversee and co-ordinate the work of the specialist UEB sub-committees; and to resolve inconsistencies in the UEB specification. The committee also has responsibility for 2004 resolutions concerning contractions (r7) and formatting (r8 and r9). The committee has a member from each ICEB country, plus Stephen Phippen and Joe Sullivan who were co-opted for their special expertise. It has four sub-committees: contractions, formats, linguistics and rules.

During the two years since the last ICEB-GA Antonnette Botha and Reinette Popplestone resigned their positions as chairs of the rules and the Formats sub-committees, and were replaced by Phyllis Landon and Debbie Gillespie.

The report listed the following ten changes and clarifications to UEB resulting from decisions made at the 2004 ICEB-GA and by the committee since the ICEB-GA closed.

· The symbol for a diphthong is replaced by the ligature symbol.

· The use of lower signs for whole words (be, his, was, were, in, enough) is allowed following enclosure symbols as they all have an upper dot.

· The shortform word for o’clock was eliminated from the list of shortform words resulting in a list of 75.  This was requested at the GA and allows the capitalization rule with regard to the apostrophe to stand without exceptions.

·  The definition of a passage was changed from two to three words (and symbol sequences) with respect to the rules for capitalization, typeform and grade 1 mode need modification.

· The typeform indicators are to initiate each consecutive paragraph in that typeform, but are to close the last paragraph only. 

· The symbols for copyright, trademark and registered trademark were changed to those used by BAUK at the request of BANA. 

· A braille representation of the international phonetics alphabet is to be developed as a free standing code apart from UEB.

· The braille phonetics code approved by the linguistics sub-committee is to be considered by the Executive, rather than the UEB committee, as it is not based on UEB.

· Contraction rules will be based on those in British Braille, revised 2004, except where indicated.

· The revised rule on Capitalization was approved.

The report identified the following issues as outstanding, and noted that other issues might be added to this list.

· out of place punctuation. Australia may wish to confirm that print should not be followed where ‘out of place punctuation’ is observed.

· request to reconsider shortforms. See the discussion below.

· foreign language in an English context. See the discussion below.

· creation of a subcommittee to gather information on current practices for transcription of elementary educational materials and develop format guidelines for them (Resolution 9.0).

· complete the thorough investigation of the rules and wherever possible remove exceptions and simplify the rules (Resolution 7.0).

· use of contractions in E-mail and web addresses and filenames. See the discussion below.

There was discussion about the use of lower signs following capitals. The matter was referred to the overarching committee as to how far this approach can be extended, for examples sequences of lower signs. There are some caveats on the unfettered use of strings of lower signs.

10.1.2
Contractions 

Joe Sullivan spoke to his written report.

Much effort was expended in analysing the differences between British and United States contraction rules. In conclusion the British contraction rules were adopted with prior exceptions for UEB rules and some other exceptions noted below.

Exceptions: 

· enced and encer are written with the d and r added to the ence sign, rather than using the en, ed and er signs.

· Capitalisation indicators are ignored when applying the lower-sign rules.

· Allow the ea contraction to bridge minor syllable boundaries.

The sub-committee also decided not to allow contractions after accented or stressed letters, ed in blessed. This is a fourth difference with the British rules.

The committee agreed that where a word is artificially hyphenated making a letter group denoted by a letter, the contraction cannot be used. An example is the word but-ton which cannot be written b-ton.

Bill Poole raised the issue of extended shortforms. He spoke against reopening the question of shortforms. Australia and New Zealand spoke in favour of reopening shortforms.

Joe Sullivan said that he had concluded that Bruce is right—and that revisiting shortforms is appropriate. Looking at words with three or more appearances in the corpus, the British rules would use shortforms in 360 words. The UEB rules would have a fixed list of 180 contractible words. He said that the present UEB rule allows firstness but excludes firstborn. Speaking about back translation, its importance should not be over-emphasised and be allowed to lead to draconian rules. Suggestion: take a frequency list, derive list of words containing shortforms and allow their use.

Joe suggests that we go back to adopt the basic British or American rule with some minor changes that would allow users to think in rules although the specification may be written as a list.

Bill Poole emphatically stated:  “if we reopen shortforms I will move to reopen sequencing.”

There was further discussion about the appropriateness of reopening shortforms, with some substantive discussion of the issue.

There was some strong opposition to reopening shortforms, including a number of observers.

Bill Jolley moved, Eileen Curran seconded, that the issue of shortforms be reopened with a view to there being a rules-based system for braille users. 

Yes: Bill J, Jean, Eileen, Darleen.

No: Antonnette, Reinette, Bill P.

Janet was in favour.

The motion having been carried, the matter was referred to the UEB committee.

Bill Poole moved that the question of whether sequencing should be allowed or abolished be reopened.

In answer to a question Darleen Bogart stated that any reintroduction of sequencing would include to, into and by. 

Opposition to reopening the sequencing issue was expressed by Antonnette, Reinette, Eileen, Jean.

The motion lapsed for want of a seconder.

10.1.3
Formats

Reinette introduced the written report prepared by Debbie Gillespi. Note that Bill Jolley is an observer to the sub-committee, with Christine Simpson and Josie Howse being members from Australia. Report highlights include:

· The sub-committee has re-evaluated some decisions that were endorsed at the 2004 ICEB-GA.

· A position statement on braille formatting has been developed.

· The sub-committee hopes to expand on this statement as countries report their experiences of UEB implementation. The statement should be read in conjunction with the braille formatting guidelines tabled in 2004.

Bill Poole commented that the position statement is too ‘light touch’. He said that he thought further work on formatting would be beneficial.

Betty Nobel emphasised that print format conventions vary.

Bill Jolley proposed that the braille formats sub-committee be removed from the UEB remit and that if it continues it should be regarded as a standing committee of ICEB along with some others.

Reinette wanted to see wider participation on the formats committee.

Bill Poole was sympathetic to breaking the nexus between UEB and formatting, but did not want to change the status of the committee. He thought that perhaps the formatting committee should explicitly recommend against bad practices.

Bill Jolley moved that the UEB formats sub-committee be changed so that it would operate independently from ICEB’s UEB work as an ICEB standing committee; on the proviso that issues specifically relating to UEB continue to be addressed. Reinette Popplestone seconded the motion.

Yes: Antonnette, Bill J, Reinette

No: Darleen, Jean, Bill, Eileen

Motion defeated.

Reinette commented about the benefits of expanding the formats committee. She encouraged members to go back to their countries and recruit committee participants.

Bill Poole gave six criteria for formatting best practice:

· Navigability;

· Readability;

· Consistency;

· User friendliness;

· Computability; and

· Flexibility.

Jean Obi suggested that countries should produce some common sample documents so that their formatting conventions can be compared.

Darleen Bogart asked that countries consider their representation on the formats committee

Peter Osborne asked whether the Executive would support (financially) a group of people coming together for drafting of guidelines.

Bill Jolley said that it is a lower priority than finalising the UEB specification—contractions, maths and rules.

Bill Poole argued that sections should be drafted by individuals.

The committee will have regard to both the formatting guidelines and the formatting best practice principles as the basis for its future deliberations. It was generally agreed that the position statement was too general, whereas the guidelines were too prescriptive. It was not confirmed whether one document should result, and there was no conclusion reached on the benefit of documenting bad formatting practices.

10.1.3.1
Format guidelines and practices for early learning

There was no report or discussion of this matter, although it was recognised that the issues warranted attention.

10.1.4
Linguistics

Jean Obi spoke to her written report. Highlights of the report included:

· The sub-committee started its work early in 2005, and since that time has made three major decisions.

· Decision 1: That phonetics be dealt with separately from UEB itself.

· Decision 2: That the revised international phonetics alphabet braille code (IPA code) is accepted. This was the resolution for which Bill Poole voted ‘no’ and Bill Jolley abstained.

· Decision 3: That the sub-committee recommends against drafting a single, official list of symbols for ESL/EFL pronunciation materials (such as English dictionaries). Instead, the sub-committee recommends that these issues be dealt with on a local level, within each country or region as relevant. Jean Obi voted against this motion.

· The basis of the committees work was four items from Bill Poole’s 2004 report:

· Issue 1: Modified letters including additional modifiers.

· Issue 2: Code switches.

· Issue 3: Phonetic script.

· Issue 4: Braille representation of print alphabetic characters in languages based on Roman script.

· Further topics that warrant attention concern users of English as a second language and symbols used to show pronunciation in English dictionaries. These issues are unresolved and appear to boil down to applications of the use of the IPA code, in addition to signs to indicate tone and stress. 

The meeting first discussed the non-IPA issues.

Issue 1: There was discussion about whether modifiers should proceed or follow the letters they modify. Bill Poole recalled that the matter was discussed at the London conference in 1995. He explained the rationale as in keying for the modifier to precede the letter. This is common in other languages. Similarly for dot 5 or dot 56 contractions etc. UEB is based on a prefix-root system.

Robert and Jack were proposing the change. No one on the Executive supported the change.

Issue 2: There was a discussion of code switches. There continues to be agreement that explicit code switches should be used sparingly, and that implicit rather than explicit switches are preferred. Some examples of the use of code switches were provided. They are used for texts with Afrikaans; Greek and Russian bilingual textbooks; Phonemics/phonetics text fragments; back translation; and Arabic text showing English, Arabic and transliterated words. Darleen Bogart stressed the need for guidelines to be developed for the use of code switch indicators in UEB texts.

With reference to decision 3 (above) there was a convoluted and somewhat confused discussion about the compilation of a list of ESL/EFL symbols (subset of IPA symbols) for use in English dictionaries. A complication was the discussion about the need for tone and stress symbols. Decision 3 stands.

Issue 4: There was no discussion of the braille representation of print alphabetic characters in languages based on Roman script. This comes from a resolution passed at the 1999 ICEB-GA: to recommend braille representations of print alphabetic characters in relevant languages based on Roman script. The sub-committee was agreed that this was an end-user rather than a UEB issue.

Issue 3: IPA code. Discussion then turned to the IPA code.

Bill Poole was complementary of the development of the IPA code. However, he felt that some further work as required, in particular to make it more compatible with UEB if feasible and considered desirable to do so. Bill Poole hopes to adopt the IPA code for use in the United Kingdom.

Bill Poole proposed that we accept the draft IPA braille code on a trial basis for a period of one year for use in English-speaking countries and internationally; and during the trial period we will look to make improvements in the code. Seconded by Bill Jolley, carried.

Joe Sullivan said that the IPA code could be integrated into UEB as a mode of UEB. This would simplify code switching. Line mode and arrow mode are examples. Perhaps use the dots 346 symbol as the mode switch. But we might need passage indicators.

Bill Poole said that texts using the IPA can sometimes be paragraphs or strings of words, not just single words.

Bill Poole said that he thought that it was appropriate for the ICEB to continue development of the IPA code (which does not have an English-language bias) and that dialog with other language groups might be appropriate when the code is more carefully refined.

Copies of the IPA code are available from Warren Figueiredo.

10.1.5
Maths

Janet Reynolds spoke to her report of the sub-committee’s work, highlighting the areas of progress. 

· A new version of the maths rule has been released.

· The use of grade 1 indicators has been clarified.

· For functions spacing should be used to disambiguate cases where the function name is not clear.

· The rule has more examples.

· The sub-committee recognises that the document, now called mathematical guidelines, is a cross between a rule and a guideline.

There are still some unresolved issues:

· Labelling diagrams,

· Some chemistry symbols,

· A few programming symbols

Janet Reynolds proposed, and it was agreed, that the document ‘Mathematics Guidelines” in its draft of March 2006 can be circulated with feedback invited for inclusion in a following draft.

Version control of the document is required, and feedback by 30 September 2006 is requested.

The web address 

www.inftyproject.org/en/index.html
was given as a source for free OCR software that can feed mathematics into a program like Scientific Notebook or the TeX format. This software is developed by the same people who developed the UJBC presented at the ICEB-GA in 2004.

10.1.6
Rules

Antonnette spoke to the sub-committee’s report prepared by Phyllis Landon. Highlights of the report include:

· Six rules were approved at the 2004 ICEB-GA. Except for the capitals rule they all need minor revisions as detailed in the report.

· The capitalisation rule has been revised and approved.

· The minimum passage length has been changed from two words to three words.

· The following rules are required (see report for details): contractions; foreign language passages in English texts; Phonetics; prosody, scansion and stress; and general symbols. 

The meeting discussed whether contractions should be used in email, web and URL addresses. It was a good discussion. CNIB is using contractions, but the Americans (following from their computer code) do not use contractions. Other countries, including South Africa, the United Kingdom and Australia, favour the use of contractions in email addresses, web site addresses and URLs (files on the web).

It was agreed that the use of contractions would be preferred and that there should be feedback to the rules committee within six months. In the mean time countries are encouraged to experiment with using contractions.

Remaining symbol assignments: it was agreed to assign this task to the Linguistics committee. However, we need to distinguish between some symbols such as for scansion and stress, and other symbols that more properly belong in non-English text fragments.

Darleen Bogart asked member countries to think carefully about whether everything for UEB has been done, and for countries to send items requiring attention to her as soon as practicable. She restated her vision for the bulk of work on UEB to have been completed by the next ICEB-GA in 2008.

10.2
Co-ordinating and research committee

Fred Schroeder said that there had not been success by ICEB in finding a chairperson for this committee.

Bill Poole said that Robert Englebretson appeared to be wanting to go back to the drawing board for research on contractions that bridge syllables.

Moved and seconded by WP and WJ that we not now conduct research into the readability of bridging contractions.

Louise Clunes Ross, working for RNIB, has compiled a bibliography on braille-related research over the past fifty years, including research on the factors affecting braille reading speeds. The bibliography does not include evaluations of the research.

Bill Jolley thought to himself: perhaps Australia could draft the contractions rule.

10.3
Development of training materials

Eileen Curran said that a committee has not been established. She is preparing a bibliography of training materials under development or in publication.

Janet Reynolds asked whether there was scope for greater consistency in training materials, such as the order in which symbols or contractions are introduced in learning materials.

It was moved by Darleen Bogart that a sub-committee on the Development of UEB Training Materials be established with Eileen Curran as chair. The committee is to develop its remit for approval by the Executive.

Bill Jolley mentioned information and training materials being developed in Australia: the UEB Primer: Australian Edition; UEB Explained; and UEB with DBT.

10.4
Reports from countries

Australia: 

Bill Jolley gave a short report.

· May 2004 decision to consider UEB adoption in May 2005.

· May 2005 decision to adopt UEB with implementation to commence as soon as practicable with a view to completion within five years.

· Australia’s two largest producers have warmly embraced UEB. State-based education authorities are keen to implement UEB as soon as practicable.

· WJ is looking at outreach to ICEVI, Fiji and New Guinea.

· WJ’s JVIB article (please circulate).

· UEB Explained

· UEB Primer

· UEB with DBT (internal document)

· UEB maths symbols for students

Bill Poole asked about the teaching of braille learners, students and adults, to preserve the usefulness of existing braille collections.

Canada

Darleen Bogart gave a report.

· CBA passed a resolution in April 2004, agreeing to take a lead role for UEB information in Canada.

· A working group was formed and is developing a UEB implementation plan. 

· Some regional education resource centres have expressed reluctance to change to UEB because they get materials from the American Printing House which are not non-UEB. This is a major issue for UEB adoption and implementation in Canada, something different from issues faced by other countries adopting UEB that have a much smaller reliance on braille books published in American braille.

· The CBA has received a grant from the Canadian Braille Literacy Foundation to do some profiling on students who use braille in Canada. Another grant application was lodged with the Canadian Government to research some technical aspects of UEB with adult braille learners, to conduct national workshops and to produce training materials.

· The instruction manual for transcribers is almost completed. However, it needs some reworking for contractions and possibly for short-forms.

· Two former rehab teachers are writing an instruction manual for teaching blind adults.

· An instruction manual for volunteer transcribers for the library is being prepared.

· Three library titles have been prepared.

· At CNIB there are annual braille conferences for transcribers, educators and parents (and some transcribers) there are regularly UEB workshops (fifteen workshops at the 2004 conference.

Betty Noble mentioned some CBA projects.

· Development of standards and guidelines for tactile graphics, in association with BANA. The document will soon be published.

· Development of a kit of braille resources for class-room teachers of blind students.

· The ABC Research Study is a joint project over five years with BANA where some students learn contracted braille and some learn uncontracted braille to see if there are differences due to the different order for learning uncontracted and contracted braille.

· There has been unification of French Literary Braille. There were even differences within Canada. There was an important meeting last July in France.

Betty Noble is a strong supporter of UEB.

New Zealand

Janet Reynolds described the decision-making process leading to UEB adoption in New Zealand, particularly the national workshops.

Most adult braille users felt that the inconvenience of losing some contractions was out-weighed by the convenience of many UEB features. Teachers and transcribers were keen to change, believing that UEB would be easier to learn and teach. New adult learners and their teachers felt that UEB would be easier to learn and use because it related more closely to their print experiences.

The New Zealand adoption resolution provides for a twelve-month implementation planning phase. UEB needs to be introduced on a student by student basis.

Nigeria

Jean Obi gave a report.

· There was an important Nigerian Braille Authority meeting and workshop last July. There were 90 participants including people from Ghana.

· The NBA AGM approved a resolution for Nigeria to adopt UEB, with 95% support for the proposal. implementation details are now being worked out.

· Four other resolutions were carried:

(a)
Calling on ICEB to finalise UEB as soon as practicable.

(b)
Directive to institutions with training facilities for the blind to acquaint themselves with the new code.

(c)
that schools should not start using UEB until training materials are available.

(d)
Encouraging the formation of Braille Authorities in other countries to strengthen African participation in UEB. 

· Nigeria will be very interested to use the Australian UEB Primer. Nigeria is encouraging other African countries to adopt UEB. UEB training will be carried out by distance learning. The participants from Ghana were keen to implement UEB in their country.

South Africa

Antonnette Botha gave the report.

· South Africa was in a similar position to Australia: British heritage, introduced capitals, changed literary code, changed maths code, used BANA computer code. Since 1994 have tried to implement UEB principles, and in 1996 a grade I indicator rule was introduced.

· In May 2004 Braille SA voted for accepting UEB in principle and working towards implementation. Sub-committees were established. One early task was to make provision for those indigenous languages (includes Afrikaans) which use accented letters with a high frequency. The UEB accent signs work very badly and are unpopular for Afrikaans. They use 45-e for e-circumflex, 45-o for o-circumflex etc., and if there is a UEB clash use a grade I indicator in UEB. 

· There will be a training course in the second half of 2007 for teachers and facilitators. They need training materials.

· They hope to start implementing UBC in 2008 for the first three school grades.

· Printing houses are encouraged to publish relaxation reading materials using UBC.

· They use the term ‘UBC’ rather than ‘UEB’ because the code applies to non-English Braille.

· Full magazines are being published in UBC. Originally a symbols list was included, but no longer.

United Kingdom

Bill Poole gave a report.

· There was a press release last December announcing the in-principle decision to merge the library services of RNIB and NLB, due for completion by December 2006.

· RNIB has issued a policy on UEB. The change to UEB is evolutionary, allowing sufficient time for people to assimilate all the implications of the change to UEB. RNIB will gradually make for materials available in UEB to smooth out the UEB transition. RNIB supports UEB’s computability and rule simplification. Supports the experimental use of UEB. Document to be circulated.

· The RNIB education section has proposed to adopt a policy that Grade I should be the default braille for young people under the age of 19. Grade II would be available if requested. The proposal has not progressed in this form. There are to be specific choices allowing students to stop at Grade I without going on to Grade II. This is not to be confused with the Canadian ABC project about when contractions are introduced.

· An EU Directive now requires the labelling of pharmaceutical materials in a manner accessible to blind people. Two forms: very basic braille information on the container; and a leaflet in various formats. During the course of this project it became clear that some European countries would welcome a standardisation of non-alphabetic characters in braille since drugs are soled globally.

· BAUK’s activity to bring UEB to the notice of readers, stimulate their interest and get their views. Last July BAUK decided that UEB was sufficiently complete following resolution of contractions so that there could be a large-scale consultation of braille users. BAUK has designed a UEB booklet with samples and questions. There has been a glitch with the consultation. BAUK approached an external source to do the evaluation (Birmingham University). Professor Michael Tobin was not available. The university will Charge £2,000 for the first 50 responses and £1,000 for each subsequent 50 responses. BAUK feels that this is far too expensive, with perhaps 1500 responses anticipated.

· BAUK’s ‘right to read’ campaign continues. It Includes that people have the right to be taught the reading modes (such as braille) that make published books accessible to them.

· RNIB and the National Centre for Tactile Diagrams have merged.

· RNIB has undergone a transformation in its goals and strategies. One of the Impacts is that RNIB (reaffirms) the importance of braille.

United States

The report was given by Eileen Curran.

· Following the 2004 ICEB-GA BANA issued a press release stating that it would observe the implementation of UEB around the world.

· Louis Braille: A touch of genius by Michael Mellor has been published and is available in braille from National Braille Press. The last chapter discusses the topic of unifying braille codes, an endeavour that has continued since 1870.

· BANA has several publication projects at present. Preparation of a Foreign Language manual is almost complete.

· There is a BANA committee on Early Literacy Materials Production which, in conjunction with APH, has almost completed a Best Practices document on the preparation of materials for young readers. The draft is available from the APH web site.

· There is a joint initiative with the Canadian Braille Authority on the preparation of tactual graphics.

· The literary braille committee is working on a revision of EBAE—English Braille American Edition.

· The formatting committee is working on a revision of Braille Formats: Principles of print to Braille transcription.

· The Outreach committee has been holding a series of open forums for stakeholders to meet with BANA at the time of BANA’s semi-annual meetings. These seminars discuss specific topics such as print page numbering, capitalisation and other attributes of braille materials. The Outreach committee is preparing a series of policy statements to answer questions of the general public (braille community). For example: whether to capitalise the word ‘braille’. The consensus seems to be that braille should not normally be capitalised, although MS-Word always does so. Another policy statement clarifies the use of the terms ‘contracted’ and ‘uncontracted’ in preference to the terms ‘grade I’ and ‘grade II’ in relation to braille.

· BANA has a research committee ‘BANA braille research committee’ renamed from the ‘UEBC research’ committee a couple of years ago. The committee has a list of research projects for which it is seeking funding support.

· BANA has established a committee concerned with braille for hobbies and crafts—knitting, crochet, chess, etc.

· There is a new project to develop guidelines for the transcription of uncontracted braille.

· BANA is adopting a practice to publish a codes supplement each year to identify changes to code documents.

· The NLS relinquished responsibility for the National Literary Braille Competency test. In about 2000-2001 there was a call from the field for the test to be validated, to confirm its suitability. Several organisations including BANA, AER and NFB are collaborating to develop a new accredited test. Background information is available from the NFB web site.

· The National Braille Challenge is administered by the Braille Institute of America. Children of all grade levels come together to transcribe, proofread, answer questions, read/interpret tactual graphics. Local winners participate in a national competition.

· MIMAS and NIMAC ‘National Instructional Materials Accessibility System’ and National Information Materials Accessibility Centre. NIMAC manages a repository of textbooks files from publishers, established under changes to the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) in 2004. The files are not passed to end-users but rather they are provided to producers for conversion into braille.

10.5
Miscellaneous reports relating to UEB

No reports.

11.
Reports from standing committees

11.1
Budget and finance committee

The committee consists of Eileen Curran (chair), Bill Jolley and Mary Schnackenberg.

(a)
The committee is looking to improve the return on its investments. There are three accounts: no interest, 2% on call and 5% term investments. It was proposed and agreed to keep just $5,000 in each of the first two accounts, with the rest in the term deposit accounts. Presently we do not have a policy on the levels of funds available for operations. Darleen Bogart suggested that investments should be kept in separate CDs (cash deposits) to give better access to the deposits.

(b)
Presently ICEB does not have a budget. Committee chairs are invited to submit proposals.

Peter Osborne offered to join the committee, and the offer was welcomed.

11.2
By-laws committee

Mary Lou Stark is chair of this committee. She has retired from NLS.

Fred Schroeder said that Bill Poole has been requested to chair the bylaws committee. He is willing to consider doing so, but needs to review his priorities before confirming his availability.

Other members are Darleen Bogart, Christo de Klerk and Mary Schnackenberg. Bill Poole will confirm his availability by the end of May. He is happy to be a member of the committee.

The ICEB Constitution and other documents are to be available on the ICEB web site.

11.3
Nominations committee

Raeleen Smith is committee chair. The committee has not yet been convened. Other members are: Darleen Bogart, Bruce Maguire and Kym Charlson.

11.4
Tactile graphics committee

A report from Warren Figueiredo was tabled, and there was little discussion. The committee was set up following passage of resolution 10 at the 2004 ICEB-GA, with a focus on information sharing between practitioners in ICEB countries.

There has been a small amount of traffic on the committee’s listserv. This is likely to increase when the BANA/CBA draft and final guidelines for tactile graphics are released. The committee may also discuss the ISO TC159/SC4/WG9 Haptic and Tactile Interactions Project.

The report identified four committee tasks:

· Update the reference on the ICEB web site to reflect the committee’s current activities.

· Review the committee membership.

· Monitor the development of the draft BANA/CBA Tactile Graphics Guidelines and make arrangements to cover costs for copies of the draft to be sent to non-BANA/CBA members.

· Monitor activities of ISO’s committee on Haptic and Tactile Interaction to determine the relevance of this work to ICEB.

11.5
8-dot braille committee

Bill Jolley as the Executive’s liaison person for this committee reported briefly. He said that following the 2004 ICEB-GA he had spoken to Judy Dixon about the committee, but he had not followed up the conversation. He said that Judy Dixon has agreed to chair the committee. He will liaise with her to confirm the membership and the committee’s main tasks. He will plan to do this by the end of April.

11.6
Braille promotion committee

Bill Jolley said that the committee has not been activated. He said that he will confirm the membership and activate the committee by end of June.

He proposed that one activity for the committee should be the promulgation of UEB in developing countries. Another would be activities leading up to the bicentenary of the birth of Louis Braille.

Committee includes Jean Obi and Reinette Popplestone as members. He also has received nominations for Julie Woods from New Zealand and Claire Silson from the United Kingdom. Aubrey Webson will also be invited to join the committee.

Jean Obi reported on her outreach work in West Africa, including Ghana where there is interest to establish a braille authority. Last year she conducted a workshop for the Ghana Braille Press where establishment of a braille authority was discussed and agreed. However, there are some political problems in Ghana of conflict between the Braille Press and the Ministry of Education.

Jean Obi said that NigerWives is a national organisation of foreign women married to Nigerian men. They have some projects concerning braille.

The ICEVI African region is interested in the establishment of braille authorities. Communication with Wilfred Minor in Kenya, head of African Braille Centre might be beneficial.

Aubrey Webson urged ICEB participation at the ICEVI world conference in Malaysia, July 2006, concerning UEB. Peter Osborne endorsed that suggestion.

Aubrey Webson suggested that ICEB should become more active in WBU. He also mentioned that the African Forum (a large conference on blindness services) will be held in Nairobi in May 2007. He stated, and it was agreed, that ICEB participation in this event would be good.

12.
Public relations report

Bill Jolley said that he has not been active since the GA. He issued a news release following the GA which received good coverage.

There will be a news release following this meeting.

He will review the web site with Joe Sullivan.

13.
World Braille Council

Aubrey Webson gave a report. WBU has established the World Braille Council. Members are: Darleen Bogart; Norma Toucedo; Didi Parsevie from Indonesia (resigned) from East Asia Pacific; Fatima Arkell from ABU; and Europe and Africa yet to make an appointment. Fred Schroeder will be invited to join the WBC from ICEB.

The WBC has a constitution. Aubrey Webson believes that some further work on the WBC is required so that its operation is less dependent on quadrennial nominations by the incoming WBU President.

He listed Five initial activities for the World Braille Council:

(a)
Refine the structure and terms of reference of the WBC (refer to paragraph above).

(b)
Continue recognition of Louis Braille Day as noted by Google last January 4.

(c)
Establish a Braille Blog to facilitate a braille conversation.

(d)
Work towards a Braille Summit in 2008 before the GA. Perhaps in association with the ICEB GA. A core of opinion leaders, not an open forum.

(e)
Work to establish communication between braille authorities at national and international levels.

Bill Poole emphasised that the structure of the WBC must be inclusive, for example including all of the major linguistic groups and Africa.

Kym Charlson suggested that WBC might have members such as braille authorities. She asked whether ICEB might join WBU. She asked about upkeep of the Louis Braille memorial.

Aubrey returned discussion to ICEVI. Aubrey and Fred are both speaking at ICEVI. They are keen for ICEB to be represented and visible.

14.
Update on copyright

There was almost no discussion. It was suggested that there might be closer links with the WBU copyright working group.

15.
Next General Assembly and Executive meeting

It was resolved to hold the next ICEB-GA in Australia, at a location and date to be decided, during the first half of 2008.

It was further agreed that an ICEB-GA planning committee of Fred Schroeder (Chair), Darleen Bogart, Jean Obi, Mary Schnackenberg and Bill Jolley be formed.

16.
Other business

It was agreed to form a music working group convened by Peter Osborne.

Peter Osborne reported that RNIB is working on an upward-writing braille frame.

RNIB will soon be releasing a braille display developed in South Korea.

Bill Jolley proposed that we discuss by email about future meetings, including the possibility of a face-to-face meeting in 2007.

Bill Poole does not want a meeting. Eileen feels that co-ordinated ‘to do’ lists might suffice.

It was agreed to add up to two observers from each country to the Executive Committee email list in order to improve communication in some countries. 

It was agreed that the Executive should discuss by email whether face-to-face meetings of the Executive or committees/sub-committees are required within the next two years, with a view to decisions having been made by the end of July 2006.

Meeting closed
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