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Test Conditions
In Australia, the Proficiency test is held from 1 to 7 or 8 to 14 October. Candidates nominate their preferred week when enrolling.  The test materials will be sent in hard copy to arrive on or before the test date. You may use as much or as little time as you require within your nominated week. 
This is an open book examination. Use of reference materials is permitted and encouraged. These are your essential references in Australia: 
· The Rules of Unified English Braille (2013), iceb.org/ueb 

· Unified English Braille: Australian Training Manual (2014), brailleaustralia.org/unified-english-braille/unified-english-braille-australian-training-manual-2013/ 
· Australian Braille Authority Rules and Guidelines for Formatting Braille (2016) – brailleaustralia.org/about-braille/formatting 

Consultation with other braillists is strictly forbidden. 

Use of braille translation software is strictly forbidden. Braille responses must be produced using Perky Duck software or a manual brailler such as a Perkins.

Proofreading/checking of your own work is both permitted and encouraged, as this is an important component of the transcription process. You have the responsibility to check your work carefully for correct braille, formatting and clear braille dots.
The completed test must be returned in the supplied envelope, date stamped on or before 7 October or the 14 October (for weeks one or two).  The following materials must be included:
· original test papers
· hard copy braille answers to Parts A and C. 

· hard copy print answers to Part B. 

· Perky Duck .brf files for Parts A and C must also be submitted unless a manual brailler has been used. Do not open your files in braille translation software such as DBT, as this can be traced by examiners and will result in automatic failure. It is recommended that you re-open braille files in Perky Duck rather than from Windows Explorer. 
Trans-Tasman Certificate of Proficiency in 
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Instructions Part A: Print to Braille Transcription

· Candidates are to transcribe three passages into Unified English Braille.
· Transcription must be completed using a manual braille machine (such as a Perkins) or Perky Duck electronic braille writing software. USE OF BRAILLE TRANSLATION SOFTWARE IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
· All responses must be submitted in hard copy braille. If using Perky Duck, the .brf files must also be supplied. 
· Start each passage on a new braille page.

· Print page numbers and braille page numbers should be shown in the braille transcription.

· Words should not be divided at the end of lines unless a hyphen exists in the original copy.

· Check your work carefully for errors. 
Marking: 

2 marks will be deducted for each occurrence of the following:

· Misused or omitted contractions

· Incorrect use of capitalisation, typeforms or other indicators
· Text omitted or repeated

· Incorrect punctuation

1 mark will be deducted for each occurrence of the following:

· Incorrect formatting, for example headings, paragraphs, pagination

· Noticeable erasures. 
Part A

Passage 1

War on Waste: Recycling and why you're almost certainly wasting your time rinsing it
OPINION

The Conversation
By Trevor Thornton

Posted at 6:49am Mon 29 May 2017
Once a fortnight we diligently wheel our recycling bin to the kerb, and then probably give ourselves a pat on the back while thinking of all the useful products we have helped to create, and the resources and energy we have saved.

Yet it pays to think a bit more deeply about what is going into each bin.

Audits of kerbside collections have shown that around 10% (by volume) of the material placed in kerbside recycling bins should not be there.

The most common "contamination" items include plastic bags (both full and empty), textiles, green waste, polystyrene (styrofoam) and general rubbish.

The problem cuts the other way too. Around a third of landfill waste bins routinely contain recyclables or green waste.

How many of us actually know where the contents of our recycling bin go, who manages it, and how the various materials are separated?

This knowledge is a crucial element in reducing contamination and improving our recycling industry.

Bin information

A 2005 report found 48% of Australians were confused about what could and could not be recycled, not least because the rules and practices differ between local governments and commercial operators, and between households and workplaces.

For household recycling, we generally receive an annual flyer from the council telling us what should and should not go in the recycling bin.

How can you reduce plastic?
Here are some tips to help you reduce the amount of plastic you use: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/sydney/programs/mornings/plastic-mix/8546552.
But there is typically little or no feedback on whether we're getting it right.

By way of example, ask yourself (and your friends) how much time you spend rinsing out tins, yoghurt pots and other food containers before throwing them in the recycling.

The truth is that you don't have to do this at all, because today's recycling systems can easily cope with the levels of food often found in or on these containers.

Yet many householders still do it, either because they were never told it was unnecessary, or because they were given the information but didn't read it.

Meanwhile, we waste water, energy and time rinsing our recycling.

Where's the info?

A recent confidential report compiled for four regional councils in Victoria found that only 29% of householders had ever looked at a council website for information about recycling.

Most respondents said they got their information from schools, local newspapers and bin stickers.

It is important to have clear information from the right source about which items can and can't be recycled.

One example is plastic shopping bags, which many supermarkets urge their customers to recycle by placing them in dedicated bins on the shop premises.

But this might prompt shoppers to think that plastic bags can be recycled in their kerbside collection too, which is typically not the case.

And, as we saw above, relatively few householders check their local council's website for the right information.

Plastic bags are just one of the common contaminants in the recycling stream that result in large volumes of recyclables being rejected and disposed of in landfill.

This comes at a cost to the council, and therefore to us.

Many items can be recycled, given the right equipment. To persist with the plastic bag example, these require a machine that can separate them from the rest of the waste stream.

But this doesn't work for full plastic bags, regardless of whether they contain rubbish or other recyclables.

Full bags go straight to landfill because it is too laborious to empty them, and in some cases (such as when they contain nappies) doing so poses a health risk for workers at the recycling facility.

A little consumer knowledge goes a long way—both in improving the efficiency of our recycling systems and in increasing the motivation of householders who know they're helping to make life easier for those who process their recycling.

Disposables vs reusables

We must also have a good think, not just about the items we put in the recycling, but about which products we choose to use in the first place.

Although we are bombarded with messages about reducing our use of disposable items, in some cases disposable is actually better.

One study found that a ceramic cup would need to be used at least 39 times to be a better option than paper disposable cups, and 1,006 times when compared with a styrofoam one.

A plastic reusable cup would need to be washed at least 17 times to be more sustainable than paper disposable ones, and 450 times when compared with styrofoam.

So if you're prone to losing or breaking things (or just collecting too many reusable cups!), then it might be wise to consider going disposable (or being more careful).

Then comes the issue of whether and how these disposable cups can be recycled. Most outlets now use paper rather than styrofoam cups.
While the plastic lid can be recycled, in most instances the cup cannot as there is a film of a plastic waterproof material inside it.

A good plan is to ask whether your favourite café stocks cups that can be recycled. If so, encourage them to put up a sign (if they haven't already) indicating that they use fully recyclable cups, to avoid confusion.

The key to all of this is knowledge and balance—that is, after all, what sustainability is all about.

Trevor Thornton is a lecturer at Deakin University's school of life and environmental sciences
© The Conversation, http://theconversation.com.

Part A
Passage 2
CHOCOLATE PEPPERMINT SLICE
This biscuit base, mint filled and chocolate topped slice is a lovely treat to have with coffee.
Prep Time:  20 minutes
Cooking Time:  20 minutes
(Makes 24 pieces)
Ingredients

1½ cups self raising flour
1/2 cup coconut
1/2 cup brown sugar
185g butter, melted
1¾ cups icing sugar, sifted
30g Copha
3 tbs milk
1/2 tsp peppermint essence
125g dark chocolate
20g Copha

Method

Base

1. Sift flour into a medium sized bowl, add coconut and sugar mixing well. Pour in melted butter and mix until combined.

2. Press mixture into a greased 28cm by 18cm slice pan. Bake in a preheated oven at 180ºC for 20 minutes. While still warm spread with peppermint icing.

3. Allow slice to cool before spreading with melted chocolate.

Peppermint Icing

Sift icing sugar into a bowl. Melt 30g Copha over a low heat and add to icing sugar with milk and peppermint essence, stirring until smooth.

Chocolate

Place chocolate and 20g of Copha into a microwave safe bowl and melt in a microwave oven on MEDIUM for 1½ minutes, stirring halfway through melting time.

Tip: For added decoration, drizzle or pipe melted white chocolate over the icing.
Part A

Passage 3
Forgiven
By A. A. Milne
I found a little beetle; so that Beetle was his name,
And I called him Alexander and he answered just the same.
I put him in a match-box, and I kept him all the day ...
And Nanny let my beetle out–
Yes, Nanny let my beetle out–
She went and let my beetle out–
And Beetle ran away.

She said she didn't mean it, and I never said she did,
She said she wanted matches and she just took off the lid,
She said that she was sorry, but it's difficult to catch
An excited sort of beetle you've mistaken for a match.

She said that she was sorry, and I really mustn't mind,
As there's lots and lots of beetles which she's certain we could find,
If we looked about the garden for the holes where beetles hid–
And we'd get another match-box and write BEETLE on the lid.

We went to all the places which a beetle might be near,
And we made the sort of noises which a beetle likes to hear,
And I saw a kind of something, and I gave a sort of shout:
"A beetle-house and Alexander Beetle coming out!"

It was Alexander Beetle I'm as certain as can be,
And he had a sort of look as if he thought it must be Me,
And he had a sort of look as if he thought he ought to say:
"I'm very very sorry that I tried to run away."

And Nanny's very sorry too for you-know-what-she-did,
And she's writing ALEXANDER very blackly on the lid,
So Nan and Me are friends, because it's difficult to catch
An excited Alexander you've mistaken for a match.
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Instructions Part B: Braille to Print Transcription

· Candidates are to transcribe from braille into print a passage of approximately 300 words in length. 
· The transcription is to be submitted as a hard copy typed passage on a separate sheet. Handwriting is not permitted. The transcription must NOT be written above the braille on the examination sheet.
· Check your work carefully for errors. 
Marking:

· 2 marks will be deducted for each error.
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Instructions Part C: Proofreading 

Candidates are to indicate any errors found in the supplied braille passage. 

The following information is to be written in braille for each error:

a. the braille page and line number where the error was found

b. the error. It is not necessary to braille any surrounding text. 

c. the corrected form of each error. 

A gap of two braille spaces is to be left between the error and its corrected form.

Example:    #a#b3 acrs  acr
Answers must be submitted as hard copy braille. Unless produced on a Perkins brailler, the .brf file from Perky Duck must also be supplied. 
Marking
2 marks will be deducted for each of the following: 

· an error not identified

· a correct braille form is identified as an error

1 mark will be deducted if an error is identified but the corrected form is inaccurate.

Part C

The day I will remember—reflections of a Seeing Eye Dog

Introduction:

Hello, I’m Connex. “Funny name!” you might say. Well, until about eight years ago, the public transport provider in Melbourne was Connex and that company kindly sponsored my development to being a Seeing Eye Dog. The least I could do was take their name. Anyway, now to the little story I would like to tell you. 
My Story 

My Mum, whom people know as Vicki, recently spent the weekend with some friends in Echuca/Moama, up on the Murray River. I like helping her to participate in every part of life she chooses. So, I was pleased that she and her friends went on a paddle steamer trip for lunch at a nearby winery. That’s what you do in that part of the world on a miserable mid-winter Saturday afternoon. Anyway, we went on to the boat and that was all very straight forward. We decided to stay on the top level, because downstairs inside, would have meant going down a very steep ladder thing. 
Our Dilemma 

Well, we got to our destination and shock horror! We had to get off via the other side and the only way was to go down this ladder thing. 
Our friends tentatively descended, backwards. They looked a bit awkward. There were Mum and I at the top. She wasn’t sure what I could do. 
To my embarrassment and, between you and me, my relief, a helpful man who must be fairly strong, lifted me up and went down the ladder with me in his arms. What a relief to everyone that I was down. 
Though I was grateful, I promised myself that I would never again be humiliated like this. I felt so silly—A proud, working Seeing Eye Dog—being carried down a silly ladder. 
Well, they enjoyed their lunch and I wasn’t too bored. Mum removed my harness for a short time so all the "fans" could give me a little pat. Just one of the things a dog has to put up with. Anyway, after a long wait in the cold because the returning boat was late, we finally boarded.
“What about the ladder?” Well, we ignored it and stayed downstairs. It was warmer in there now as the sun had knocked off for the day and the wind on the open deck above was very cold. We returned to Echuca Port and that was uneventful. But now, the dilemma for Mum and her friends was that we all had to get back up this ladder!

What Could I Do? 

Well, there stood Mum and me at the base. You should have seen the look on Mum’s face as she stood there holding my lead trying to seem relaxed as she waited for a strong gentleman to turn up. 
I had other ideas. A dog has his pride you know. I faced the ladder; jumped a couple of rungs; and without hesitation, steadily ascended each step. As I reached the top, rapturous applause broke out. “That’s better,” I thought, "now I’m being recognised for what I can do." 
To any young dogs reading this, can I say to you that it’s a great life as a Seeing Eye Dog. We help our partner participate in every part of life they choose and in so doing, go to very interesting places and meet many nice people.
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